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HIS         EXCELLENCY        DEMANDS         CO-OPERATION         FROM         THE

CONGRESS         WITHOUT         RETURNING         ANY         ON         BEHALF         OF

GOVERNMENT. I CAN READ IN NO OTHER WAY HIS
PEREMPTORY          REFUSAL          TO        DISCUSS          THESE         MATTERS

WHICH, AS I HAVE ENDEAVOURED TO SHOW, HAVE
AT LEAST TWO SIDES. POPULAR SIDE I HAVE PUT
AS I UNDERSTAND IT, BUT BEFORE        COMMITTING MY-

SELF        TO        DEFINITE         JUDGMENT,        I         WAS         ANXIOUS         TO

UNDERSTAND THE OTHER SIDE, THAT IS, THE GOV-
ERNMENT         SIDE,         AND        THEN TENDER MY ADVICE TO
THE CONGRESS. WITH           REFERENCE           TO THE LAST
PARAGRAPH OF YOUR TELEGRAM I MAY NOT REPU-
DIATE MORAL LIABILITY FOR THE ACTIONS OF MY
COLLEAGUES, WHETHER IN THE FRONTIER        PROVINCE
OR IN THE UNITED PROVINCES^ BUT I        CONFESS
THAT I WAS IGNORANT OF THE DETAILED ACTIONS
AND ACTIVITIES OF MY COLLEAGUES WHILST I WAS
ABSENT FROM INDIA, AND IT WAS BECAUSE IT WAS
NECESSARY FOR ME TO ADVISE AND GUIDE         THE
WORKING COMMITTEE OF THE CONGRESS AND IN
ORDER TO COMPLETE MY KNOWLEDGE, I SOUGHT
WITH AN OPEN MIND AND WITH THE BEST OF
INTENTIONS AN INTERVIEW WITH HIS EXCELLENCY
AND DELIBERATELY ASKED FOR HIS GUIDANCE.           I
CANNOT CONCEAL FROM HIS EXCELLENCY MY OPINION
THAT THE REPLY HE HAS CONDESCENDED TO SEND
WAS HARDLY A RETURN FOR MY FRIENDLY AND
WELL-MEANT APPROACH, AND IF IT IS NOT YET
TOO LATE, I WOULD ASK HIS EXCELLENCY TO
RECONSIDER HIS DECISION AND SEE ME AS A
FRIEND WITHOUT IMPOSING ANY CONDITIONS WHAT-
SOEVER AS TO THE SCOPE OR SUBJECT OF DIS-
CUSSION, AND I, ON MY PART, CAN PROMISE THAT
I WOULD STUDY WITH AN OPEN MIND ALL THE
FACTS THAT HE MIGHT PUT BEFORE ME. I WOULD
UNHESITATINGLY AND WILLINGLY GO TO THE RES-
PECTIVE PROVINCES AND WITH THE ADO OF THE
AUTHORITIES STUDY BOTH SIDES OF THE QUESTION
AND IF I GAME TO THE CONCLUSION AFTER
SUCH A STUDY THAT THE PEOPLE WERE IN THE
WRONG AND THAT THE WORKING COMMITTEE INCLUD-
ING MYSELF WERE MISLED AS TO THE CORRECT
POSITION, AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS RIGHT,